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there be at the command of our will, not only the selection
of the better side of an alternative, but also a predetermina-
tion of what kind the alternative shall be, the range of our
duty will undoubtedly be extended to the creation of a
higher plane of circumstance, in addition to the higher
preference within it. No parent is justified in placing his
child, no youth in placing himself, in a position or occasion
which is sure to abound in low temptations and to blunt
and enfeeble the springs of action that would rally the will
against them. And so far is this anxiety to mould the
external conditions to the moral wants of life sometimes
carried, that a profession reached through a costly training
is abandoned, because it is not pure enough and dis-
appoints the best affections; and some work is chosen
which, it is supposed, will exercise only the supreme forms
of love and reverence.

The limits, however, within which the higher moral alti-
tudes can be secured by voluntary command of favouring
circumstance are extremely narrow. Go where we may, we
carry the most considerable portion of our environment
with us in our own constitution; from whose propensions,
passions, affections, it is a vain attempt to fly. The attempt
to wither them up and suppress them by contradiction has
ever been disastrous; they can be counteracted and dis-
armed and taught obedience only by preoccupation of
mind and heart in other directions. Nothing but the
enthusiasm of a new affection can silence the clamours of
one already there. And though, by selection of employ-
ment, I may certainly keep myself out of contact with this
or that type of temptation (for example, from love of gam
by joining the Brotherhood of Communists), and immure
myself for ever in the service of some one or two affections
(for example, of compassion and devotion by taking the
vows of an Order of Charity), yet experience shows that the
total effect will be disappointing, and that the character will
not reach the elevation to which I aspire. The sterility of
one part of the nature is no security for the fruitfulness of